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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

July 9, 2018 

PRESENT: 

Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman 

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice Chairman 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

Debbie Holmwood 

Robert J. Bamber 

Also Present:  

              Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

              Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Mr. Sheehan in the 

community room of the Police and Fire Station, located at 137 Nahatan Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the Minutes of June 18, 2018, seconded by 

Ms. Holmwood. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL- Blond Ambition- 721 Washington Street- Al 

Raggiani, Applicant 

Mr. Deschenes stated that the applicant is proposing to install a 1.66’h X 14’w primary wall 

sign that says “Blond Ambition.”  The proposed sign will be 1” thick and consist of a satin 

black background with white PVC stud mounted letter.  These letters will be 10.5” tall and 

sprayed in a metallic silver finish.  The sign will not be illuminated. 

The proposed primary sign is 23.33 S.F. which makes it in compliance with section 6.2.16.2 

of the Zoning Bylaws.  Mr. Deschenes recommended approval of the sign. 
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Ms. Holmwood asked if there would be any windows sigsn.  Mr. Raggiani stated there would 

not be any window signs. 

MOTION made by Robert Bamber to approve the sign at 721 Washington Street, seconded 

by Ms. Holmwood. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

PUBLIC HEARING- Site Plan Approval and Special Permits- 136 Access Road- James 

Collins, Norwood Light Department; J.P. Parnas, Weston & Sampson 

The meeting was continued from June 18, 2018. 

The Norwood Light Department is proposing to renovate the existing building to be used as a 

new Light Department facility.  The Light Department is proposing to do a full building 

renovation, a new second floor office and mezzanine area, new building entryway with 

elevator shaft, as well as construction of parking areas, landscaping and utility upgrades.  It is 

anticipated that construction will take approximately 12 months.   

The applicant stated that they met with the Conservation Commission on June 20th and 

received their approval. 

The applicant revised the plan to reflect 9’wide long term parking spaces.  By widening the 

parking spaces, the number of proposed spaces decreased from 54 to 51.   

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that he is in favor of this revision 

Mr. Halkiotis asked the Planning Board to vote to waive for the fee because the applicant is a 

Town Department. 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to waive the filing fee, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

Ms. Holmwood questioned about the chain link fence as she was against it having slats.  Ms. 

Holmwood also stated that she did not want the trees removed.  The applicant stated that in 

order to have the necessary parking, the trees would have to be removed.  The applicant was 

then going to extend planting evergreen shrubs all along the front buffer strip. 

The floor was opened to the public.  The public did not have any comments.   

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the public hearing, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

Vote 5-0 motion passed. 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the Special Permits and Site Plan with conditions 

that the final Site Plan shows the removal of the slats in the chain link fence, proper vegetative 

screening around the generator, and evergreen shrubbery is continued along the front of the 

property seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 
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PUBLIC HEARING- Major Project Special Permit, Construction of an 863 vehicle 

open lot storage facility- 84 Morse Street- David Hern Jr., Attorney; Michael Clemmey, 

Boch Automotive; James Susie, United Consultants 

Mr. Sheehan read a letter from James A. Johnson, Town Administrator of Walpole, to the 

Norwood Planning Board. In his letter, Mr. Johnson stated that the Town of Walpole is 

against this proposal.  According to Mr. Johnson, the curb radius of the intersection between 

Union and Washington Street is too small for a truck carrier.  The Town of Walpole is also 

against this plan because it will negatively impact the residential areas of the property.    

Mr. Sheehan read a letter from Patty Bailey.  In her letter, Ms. Bailey stated her concerns of 

the transportation of cars and wanted a traffic study to be conducted.  

Mr. Sheehan read a letter from Susan Moulton. In her letter, Ms. Moulton wanted a traffic 

study to be conducted at the expense of the applicant.   

Mr. Sheehan read a letter from Ms. Donahue.  In her letter, Ms. Donahue stated her concerns 

of pollution and the property being a wetlands protection area.  

Mr. Hern stated that there is a small level of contamination on the east side of the Neponset 

River, not on the residential “saint” street neighborhood side.  Prior to any construction, this 

contamination would be dealt with. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated the DEP will notify town about what was discovered on the site, how 

much contamination exists, and what it is was.  The Board of Health and DEP deal with 

contamination.   

The plans have been revised.  The new plan decreases the number of parking spaces from 858 

to 814, keeps the cul-de-sac at the end of St. John Ave, and maintains the short section of road 

between St. Joseph and St. Paul Ave which is technically on the applicant’s property.  

The applicant has also increased the width of the buffer strip between their property and the 

“saint” street neighborhood to 50’, in compliance with Section 6.3 of the Zoning Bylaw.  They 

are proposing to leave the existing trees with the 50’ buffer strip and augment the buffer with 

additional plantings.  A detailed landscape plan for the augmentation of the buffer strip has not 

been submitted.   

A fence as well as lightning has not been shown in the plan.  The Site Plan shows a bridge 

over Hawes Brook, however there are no details provided for the bridge.  The Site Plan shows 

the proposed surface for the storage lots as recycled aggregate. Mr. Paciorkowski stated that 

when you plow in the winter pebbles will be caught in the plow and pushed to the banks.  Mr. 

Sussi stated that the rain garden will catch that sediment. 

Mr. Sheehan asked if the applicant has submitted a Notice of Intent to the Conservation 

Commission. 

Mr. Susie stated that the Notice of Intent will be submitted the middle of next week pending 

comments made during tonight’s meeting. 



   

4 
 

Stevn Findlen of McMahon Traffic Engineers and Planners, addressed traffic concerns on 

Short Street. On Wednesday June 20th between the hours of 7AM-6PM, he conducted traffic 

counts.  Peak hours, number of buses, trucks, and total vehicles were counted. 

According to Mr. Findlen, there were 2,400 cars going toward Washington Street, 2,800 cars 

going toward the direction of the site, 137 trucks going toward Washington Street, and 147 

trucks heading toward the direction of the site. 

Mr. Paciorkowski had concerns about truck carriers and suggested unloading at a different 

location and driving up to the site or even taking a test run with a car-carrier driving the route 

to see if it can make the turns. 

The floor was opened up to the public.  

The public had concerns for this project and felt that it was overwhelming for the already 

dense neighborhood.  The public also had concerns with the truck turning radius on the roads 

and with the car carrier crossing into the other lane of traffic. The public would like to see peer 

reviewed traffic studies by an independent party.  

Kerry Snyder from the Neponset River Watershed Association stated her organization’s 

objection to the Site Plan and how they feel it does not meet the criteria for any Special 

Permit.     

Town Engineer, Mark Ryan sent in comments about the plan on July 9th.  Mr. Ryan does not 

support moving center line markings on Washington and Short Street.  By adjusting the center 

lines, it will take away parking for Hawes Pool and the Coakley Middle School. 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski for a continuance of the Public Hearing to 7:15 PM on 

August 13, 2018, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn the Planning Board Meeting, seconded 

by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: July 16, 2018 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  
  


